CHASSELL TOWNSHIP
RECREATION PLAN

2018 - 2023

Chassell Township Recreation Committee
Chassell Township Planning Commission
Chassell, M1 49916

March 30, 2018



INTRODUCTION

Chassell Township is fortunate to have an excellent assortment of outdoor and indoor recreation
opportunities available to its residents and visitors to the “Copper Country.” This includes
nearby recreational lands and facilities of Michigan Technological University, that typically
would only be available in larger cities. Furthermore, there are remarkable outdoor recreation
resources available throughout Baraga, Houghton and Keweenaw Counties.

The Chassell Township Recreation Plan describes the community, and provides a basic
inventory of existing recreation facilities, goals and objectives, and a five-year action program
for future recreational development. A public hearing was held on March 9, 2018 to elicit
comments on a Review Draft of the Plan. The 2018-2023 Recreation Plan was adopted by
the Township Board on March 14, 2018 (Appendix A — Resolution of Township Board).

COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION

Chassell Township is located in Houghton County in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. A
portion of the Township borders Baraga County and Portage Lake, the Portage River, and
Lake Superior’s Keweenaw Bay (Figure 1 — next page). The total land area for the Township
is approximately 48 square miles.

During the 1880s, the site of the village of Chassell was purchased by the Sturgeon River
Lumber Company for a sawmill and town site. The village and surrounding area grew in
population, resulting in the Township of Chassell being chartered in 1888 by the State of
Michigan. The village of Chassell served as a regional lumber processing center into the early
20" century. During the 1900s, the Worchester Lumber Company of Chassell was the largest
sawmill in the Great Lakes region (Figure 2). Extensive lumbering operations ended by 1920.

Figure 2. Worchester Lumber Company sawmill site circa 1909-10 and today.
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